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11 December 1958 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 

SUBJECT: Conversation with Mr. William Darden. Senate Armed 
Services Committee 


1. In discussing with Mr. Darden the Agency proposal for a 
briefing on CIA activities, Mr. Darden indicated his view that this 
was very desirable and he thought the Chairman would readily agree 
to it. He also responded to the suggestion that this might be combined 
with the CIA Senate Appropriations Subconunittee in view of the fact 
that only two additional Senators would potentially be involved. 

2. Mr. Darden was advised that the Director proposed to 
address a leUer to Senator Russell on this subject. Mr. Darden also 
suggested that such a briefing should be accomplished very early in 
^•isossloo* In connection with the possibility of the Director meeting 
with Senator Russell, Mr. Darden suggested the week after Christmas 
as a desirable time and if not then, the week of 1 January prior to 
Congress convening. 

3. Mr. Darden indicated that lack of official noting of Sub- 
committee meetings was a precedent established over the years and 
he saw no reason why the fact of meeting could not be recorded in the 

/ normal manner of other Subcommittees if the Agency desired it. He 

further indicated that Armed Services Subcommittees normally did not 
report to the full Committee except on specific bills. 
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|l«ms t» with Senator Richard B, 


jfer Msistaace in jawr dtscasaloo vitli Senator EnsaaUi I liave 
attempted to lint In •nmmazir form ttie eariona pointa e^icii akoald be 
diacnaaed. Theae are not neceaaarily Uated in the order of prieritp. 

1. The reqneat hy Mr. Cannon Aat the Aj^roprlationa Sub* 
committee be briefed on a e<mtlnning baaia aa a apecific example of 

briefing problem gOMirally. You will recall that Mr. Caanon*a reqneat 
haa not been anawered and variona meOioda have been c^aidered. U waa 
generally agreed that it would probably be nndeairable Ut circulate the 
aroehly bnlletla or otiier typea ed intelligence reporta. However, it waa 
onggeated Hmt yon could make an initial preaentation at tibe early part of 
the aeaalon concerning world affaire and offer to provide periodic briefinga 
at the pleaaure of the Subcomnaittee. It waa alao anggeated that Mr. Canmm 
deaignate aomoono on the ataff who cmld be briefed periodically aa the 
Agency aaw fit or aa odberwiae dM^rmined to be appropriate. 

2. IMacueaiona with other Sonate leadera. Ton will alao wish to 
diacnoo with Senator Rnaaell the deairaMllty of a joint meeting to include 
Senatdre Rnaaell, Johnaon, Bridges, Hayden, Saltonatall and possibly 
IRrkaen.to diacnas the forthcoming aeaeioa and the refueats of the various 
committees for briefings. You may also udah to raise the possibility ei 
aaeaaarea being introduced in the Senaie for a "Watch Oog'* Comnaittee. 

3. The matter of a aubetauHve briefing of the Senate CIA Sub- 
committee of Amaed Services uidch waa the subject of a letter to tenator 
Russell including the possibility of a joint naoeting for this purpose with 
the Sttbcommitteea of Armed Servlooo and Appropriations. It is believed 
s^q^opriate that ymt might mentioa to SeaMor Rnaaell that you are deairous 
of briefing the Suboonamittee on Agency operatioas, activities and 
aouon^liahmenta and Huit in this connection we would propose that the 
Snbmwnmittee allow as sufficient time shortly after the beginning M 
Coh^esa to put on our prepared preseMutioa on this subject. Somevdmt 
related to the above is Ihe question of what actions should be taken by 

the Armed Services Subcmsimittee. The first point would be the question 
of a formal annonncaaamit of the anointment of Iho CIA Subcommittees. 
Secondly, 1 believe it Ut ask Sanator Russell to consider tke 

queeHon oCfictal i^ing by the Shdimmamittec of the fact of anoo^roncee 

by eiA, 
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# ^ a '*, SttggeetB actioa on the non oT the 
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the CIA ApproprUtione Snhcommittee. »««b«re of 


Aleo nttnche<i Is a. Memoroadom for *ia^ OaoMa.#! 

-ith Mr. wmiaa. Dard«. la whldi ^ 
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cc; DDCa 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligamce 

JjjCT. Actions to be taken with Senator Richard B. Russell 


o .^*1 ®®“®^andum suggests action on the part of the Director 

.Cion is c Jtained in gr^L 


Subcommitte^of Senate Appropriations and Senate Armed Ser^ces sLce 

th^ri? Services Subcommittee members are also members of 

the CIA Appropriations Subcommittee. members of 


3, Also attached is a Memorandum for the 

in addi«r^‘; 

noting the establiehment of the Suboonimlttee and the fact of its meetogs/ 


may wish to ^ matters which you 

- =-rL“tor 


Atts. 3 
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December 1958 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 


SUBJECT: Conversatioia with Mff. 

Services Committee 


Dardens Senate Armed 


bridling * 

to <oi«. .actavaues, Mr. Darden indicated his view tlhat 
was very desirable and he thought the Chairman would readily agree 

thf cji’s •” =«ig««ion th^t this might be combtoed 

With the CIA Senate Appropriations Subcommittee in viL of TT.T 

th.t ocly Seoatorc woaid potent Jly “e iavol«r 


hddcea/; •“ , 

suggested that such a briefing should i Darden also 

tlb^ ® nouia be accomplished very ©arl^r in 

me session. In connection with the possibility of th® r>- * ^ * 

with Senator Russell Mr n^-rA^« f ®abiiity of the Director meeting 

na a desirable \“S«ested the week after Christmas 

congress converng *» 


3. Mr. Darden indicated that lack of official notm« <s u 

o-' «te years".;d 

normal manner of other SubcomnfttlM^fl 

further indicated that Armed Servioeo c k S cj desired at. He 

report to the full Committee except on specX^bUlT 
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Items to be Discussed with Senator Richard B. Russell 


For assistance in your discussion with Senator Russell* I have 
attempted to list in summary form the various points \vhich should be 
discussed. These are not necessarily listed in the order of priority. 


^ 1. The request by Mr. Gannon that the Appropriations Sub- 
committee be briefed on a continuing basis as a specific example of 
^e briefing problem generaUy. You will recall that Mr. Cannon's request 
has not been answered and various methods have been considered. It was 
generally agreed that it would probably be undesirable to circulate the 
weekly bulletin or other types of intelligence reports. However, it was 
suggests that you could make an initial presentation at the early part of 
session concerning world affairs and offer to provide periodic briefings 
at the pleasure of the Subcommittee. It was also suggested that Mr. Cannon 
designate someone on the staff who could be briefed periodically as the 
Agency saw fit or as otherwise determined to be appropriate. 


Discussions with other Senate leaders. You will also wish to 
^natol"^R Senator Russell the desirability of a joint meeting to include 
Dirk! ^ 1-0 ^ Johnson, Bridges, Hayden, Saltoastall and possibly 

co^itt ^^''^coming session and the requests of the various 

You may also wish to raise the possibility of 
easures being introduced in the Senate for a "Watch Dog" Committee. 


3, The matter of a substantive briefing of the Senate CIA Sub- 
of Armed Service, which was the subject o£ a ietteTTo Senator 
Russell mcluding the possibility of a joint meeting for this purpose with 
the Subcommittees of Armed Services and Appropriations. It fs believed 
appropriate that you might mention to Senator Russell that you are desirous 
of briefing the Subcommittee on Agency operations, activities and 
accomplishments and that in this connection we would propose that the 
Subcommittee allow us sufficient time shortly after the beg !f 

velltZZ ZrZZ Ct. somewhat 

related to the above is the question of what actions should be taken by 

^e Armed Services Subcommittee. The first point would be the queLon 
Secon^r I appointment of the CIA Subcommittees. 

ques^l of Senator Russell to consider the 

quesuon of official noting by the Subcommittee of the fact of appearances 
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STAT 


MEMORANDUM FOR: THE DIRECTOR 

Attached is a proposed letter for your 
signature to Senator Russell proposing a 
briefing on Agency activities before the CIA 
Subcommittee of Senate Armed Services. The 
matter has been discussed with Mr, Darden 
and the memo of conversation is also attached. 
Senator Russell will be in town the week 
preceding the convening of Congress and if 
you are able to see him then, there is attached 
a list of items for your discussion with him. 
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